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As we head full swing into the new year, 
here’s an overview on the past year and 
plans for the future. While bushel sales 
were down to 9.5 million last year, it was 
still a tremendously successful year. Our 
Garrison terminal was rated #4 in the 
country out of 65 CHS business units. The 
large 2016 harvest and carryover grain 
that is still across the countryside makes 
for an optimistic outlook. We are already 
anticipating a significantly increased 
handle over last year. 

Your cooperative is in the planning stages 
for some changes and growth to our 
system. They include the eventual tear 

down of the old woodhouse, additional 
storage in the next one to three years, a 
new anhydrous plant over the next two 
to five years, and enhanced seed and 
equipment storage in the next two to 
three years. These investments, aligned 
with continued wise management of 
your cooperative’s 
balance sheet, have 
us poised to even 
better connect 
Garrison with the 
global reach of 
today’s agriculture. 

None of this would 
be possible without you, our incredible 
patron base, and a team of employees 
who are second to none. It’s why this 
elevator and its’ customers are looked on 
in admiration by other business units, ag 
companies and main streets across the 
northern plains. This is an amazing rural 
region with strong patronage support 
and a commitment for community 
involvement.  

That is further emphasized every year 
when we launch our annual Harvest for 
Hunger campaign. This year’s campaign 
runs March 1-20. Five times in the past 
six years, your co-op has been the top 
CHS Harvest for Hunger business unit. 
Providing even more power to the 

program is the CHS 
bonus dollars we 
have received for 
our top finishes. 
We have been on 
the receiving end 
of around $50,000, 
which we gift back 
to local non-profits 

like the ambulance and fire departments, 
Camp of the Cross, Gifts From the Heart, 
the Sakakawea Area Optimist Club 
and FFA. It’s a tremendous way to pay 
forward, give back and be involved.  

Thank you, one and all, for your support 
of CHS Garrison. 
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“Our Garrison terminal was 
rated #4 in the country out 
of 65 CHS business units.”
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Customized Seed Treatments for Spring

Seed treatments are going to 
be a vital component to strong 
emergence this spring, judging 
by expected weather conditions. 
It’s probably going to be wet and 
cold, with field work beginning 
later. Don’t overlook this particular 
strategy in your planting 
management. In a year when soil-

borne insects and diseases are apt to be prevalent, we are 
proactively offering a custom seed treatment blend, just for 
this area. 

In the past, we’ve had to pay for some seed protection options 
and insecticides that don’t really apply to our soil activity. 
Instead, we’re now offering a blend for the diseases and 
protection needs specifically useful for the field geography 
of the CHS Garrison countryside. Our custom blend will save 
money by promoting strong emergence in a year when you 
need every seed to count and add further value with disease 
protection for the organisms and insects specific to the needs 
of our soils. Treatment for soybeans and wheat will be done 
here on site, with custom product also available by jug for on-
farm blending.  

We also need to talk about pre-plant burndowns for soybeans 

and corn. For too long we’ve used Roundup® as the cheap 
silver bullet and we’re now paying a price—resistant weeds 
are creeping ever closer to our fields. It is imperative to make 
our crops less dependent on Roundup. We have some very 
good alternatives that can cut costs. The pre-emergents 
we are recommending have very good residual. They also 
have the control potential of one less pass over the field, a 
strategy that’s pretty hard to argue with dollar-wise. Last year, 
we used an Armezon® tank mix with atrazine and it worked 
phenomenally. We got all the benefits of multiple modes of 

action for excellent control. Plus, it provided tremendous 
knockdown of key weeds and had 

unparalleled crop safety. 

Canola in soybeans continues to be a problem as our bean 
acres increase. Ledger® worked very well in taking out canola, 
mustard and the weeds missed by glyphosate applications. 
Canola can be tough to control even years after the fact, but 
Ledger is working well for this problem. 

Call with any questions and for further weed management 
solutions, strategies and recommendations. 

By Shane Crawford, Agronomist

Keeping Grain Moving
By Cody Schulz, Assistant Manager

First off, thank you for your 
patience these past few months 
as we did our best to keep grain 
moving through the system. We 
are grateful for your understanding 
and hope you realize how much we 
appreciate you, our customers. 

As you well know, this winter 
started off early and tough. 

Hopefully, it continues to ease up as we roll into spring. With 
non-stop spring work and planting not too far away, it pays to 
keep an eye on the markets. There may be some opportunities 
to forward market some of your grain. Don’t hesitate to call 
to see if there is anything new going on that would fit your 
marketing plans. 

While it seems early to predict, we are already anticipating a 
busy summer. We will continue to do all we can to manage 
the elevator so your grain keeps moving. With safety at the 
forefront, our intent is to be as efficient as possible.  

You have all been a joy to work with. One of the perks of my 
position is taking a little extra time to visit with customers. 
Never hesitate to come in and talk! Please have a safe spring. 

2016 bushels by the numbers 
1 . Spring wheat – 4 .9 million bushels
2 . Corn – 1 .9 million bushels
3 . Soybeans – 916,452 bushels 

The Nature of Mother Nature
By Heath Crawford, Precision Ag Specialist

Just when we had been able to 
put some of those past-year wet 
areas back into production, it 
looks like this winter’s snowfall 
will be taking many of them 
back out. It’s too bad for several 
reasons, with the most obvious 
being that many were mapped 
as the highest producing zones 

in given fields. But, that’s the nature of Mother Nature. 

With an anticipated shotgun spring, let’s get to work now 
getting maps updated and to me as soon as possible. You’re 
going to want to be ready to plant precisely and timely once 
it’s time to roll. Call if you have any questions. I am looking 
forward to working with you this spring and beyond.



With the return of “real” winter, I think 
we are all anticipating spring even 
more than usual! But whether outside 
conditions are spring-like or not, now 
is the time to be planning your spring 
inputs. One tool that may help is our 
0% financing program. 

We offer interest-free financing on all 
crop protection products, bagged seed 
and bulk soybean seed from time of 
purchase through Nov. 15. Additionally, 
a reduced APR of 3% is available from 
Nov. 15 until Jan. 15. Since payments 
can be made against the purchases 
at any time, using the 0% financing 
program instead of operating loan 
money may be beneficial—even if it is 
only for a couple of months. 

Applications are available at our office 
and on our website. A new application 
is required annually, so past program 
participants still need to submit one. 

One other reminder: Online account 
access is available to help keep track of 
your purchases and sales throughout 
the month. Sign up using the “My CHS” 
link on our website. Payments can also 
be made online or via the drop box to 
the right of our office entrance. 

Thank you for your continued patronage. 
Think spring…and work safely!

Input Planning
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By Deleene Wilcox, Controller/
Office Manager

The March of Resistant Weeds
By John Rensvold, Agronomy Manager

Resistant 
weeds 
continue 
their march 
towards the 
Garrison area. 
In fact, it’s 
possible they 

are already here in small numbers. 

At the recent Wild World of Weeds 
workshop in Fargo, discussion focused 
on the location, movement and 
concentration of Roundup®-resistant 
weed biotypes. It was noted that 
kochia has two not-yet-confirmed 
detections south of Minot. Marestail 
and waterhemp (like smartweed) have 
been confirmed just south of Bismarck. 
Common Ragweed has moved west to 
the Valley City and Jamestown area. And 
the granddaddy of them all—Palmer 
Amaranth—is as far north and west as 
Aberdeen, South Dakota. We could see 
it in North Dakota soon. 

While this news is not encouraging, 
don’t sell the farm yet. There are a lot 
of tools available to combat the onset 
of resistant weeds. Even better, we 
already successfully use many of them, 
like various crop and herbicide rotations. 
Planting InVigor® canola varieties with 
Liberty® herbicide is one example. 
Rotations including wheat, flax, peas 
and other non-GMO crops are also 
excellent tools. The key is to not become 
reliant on just one herbicide family. 

That means rethinking the use of 
glyphosate products as a burndown 
or as an in-crop treatment, year after 
year. Yes, it was an easy and profitable 

weed control method. However, this 
strategy has become high stakes Russian 
Roulette, with about four cylinders 
known to be empty and two chambers 
ready to fire resistant weeds into our 
cropping systems. 

So, other strategies? We can actually 
increase our work productivity, hold on 
to some profitability and slow down 
the onset of resistant weeds. How so? 
By using various tank mixes rather 
than using glyphosate alone. Your tank 
mix could include 2,4-D, Banvel®, Aim® 
or other herbicides. They’re all good, 
and you’re not relying on a Roundup® 
product alone for weed control. 

Here’s an interesting side note: Weed 
scientists recently tested one of the 
original green foxtail-resistant Treflan™ 
fields in Canada. Despite 15 years of 
no Treflan usage, the resistant foxtail 
biotype is still the dominant species 
in that field. It is suspected the same 
occurrence is true for the ALS (Glean®, 
Harmony®, etc.) chemistry. So once you 
have developed resistance, you’re going 
to have it for a long time. 

Another change paramount to success is 
the adoption of pre-emergent herbicide 
for weed control. Some of these 
products and strategies don’t cost a lot 
of money and can actually reduce trips 
across the field. Besides improving weed 
control, they will help delay or stop the 
onset of resistant weeds, all of which will 
help you now and in the future. 

As always, we are dependent on your 
success. If you succeed and prosper,  
so do we. Please give us a call with  
any questions. 

Garrison Chamber Service Awards
Your cooperative’s own Deleene Wilcox was recently awarded full-time employee 
of the year honors by the Garrison Chamber of Commerce. With her work ethic and 
dedication, she provides such a positive impact every day here at the co-op. We are 
proud of her award recognition and even more proud she is part of our team. 
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By Dean Franklin, Feed Manager/Safety Coordinator

Anhydrous Ammonia Safety

Here is a review of some anhydrous safety 
basics. It’s easy to become complacent 
when handling this product. What price 
are you willing to pay for safety shortcuts? 
Never work on or near anhydrous ammonia 
equipment unless you are wearing safety gear. 
Recommended personal protective equipment 
means chemical splash-resistant goggles, 
heavy duty neoprene gloves and proper work 
attire.  

Make sure to:  

• Use care when stepping over hoses. Always assume hoses are full. 

• Check water supplies on equipment going to the farm. Adequate safety 
water of at least five gallons is advised. 

• Check your tank marking and paperwork to ensure you can move the 
equipment down the road legally. 

• Always drive under control when moving equipment down the road. If the 
tanks are whipping back and forth, you are going too fast. 

If an anhydrous accident occurs, remain calm, assess the situation and 
use extreme caution. Notify first responders immediately. In case of 
injury, remove injured persons only if this can be done without injury to 
yourself. Water and plenty of it is the only first aid treatment. If a person 
comes in contact with a spray of ammonia, liquid or vapor, flushing with 
large quantities of clean water is essential. This is why 5-gallon containers 
of water on nurse trailers and applicators are essential. Remember that 
any accidental or unintentional release of ammonia to the atmosphere 
is considered an emergency. Taking proper safety precautions during 
ammonia application season is worth the extra effort. 

Feed Reminders:  
Be Safe This Calving Season

CHS Garrison 
2016 Patronage Rates

Wheats $.31/bu
Durum $.28/bu
Flax $.14/bu
Barley $.20/bu
Soybeans $.23/bu
Corn $.01/bu
Sunflowers $.39/cwt
Canola $.14/cwt
Fertilizer 9% 
Chemical 14%
Seed 10%

Approximately $4,634,610 in cash 
and equity was returned to CHS 
Garrison patrons for FY 2016 . 

“If you don’t think fear 
can control you,

 

then you’ve never been chased 
by a mad mama cow.”

Winter won’t be here forever. Calving 
season will be here soon. Make sure you 
have your mineral needs covered with 
tubs and bagged products. We also have 
a great supply of milk replacers available. 


